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BLACKS 

UNITED LEAGUE VICTORY IN MISSISSIPPI PRIMARIES 

by ..Tom Tu thill. 

Liberation News Service ' 

Editors note; The following report on the 
Mississippi elections was filed by Tom Tu thill,, 
a New York City-based photographer. who is work- 
ing with the United League in Mississippi , ,The 
Mississippi' elections represent *yet. .‘another.’.' 
victory for ’the League which came, tjp .national 
attention in November 1978 when it' organized 
a demonstration by over 3,000 people in 
Tupelo Mississippi to protest racism and 
terrorism by the Ku Klux, Klan. The November 
action, however, was But one of a long series 
of continuing demonstrations and confrontations 
which began in 1967 when the League was organ- 
ized, Today, the League, which is organizing 
Black people around the issues of police 
brutality, adequate health care, decent jobs, 
school conditions , and the loss of Black 
land, claims 70,000 members in 15 counties of., 
Mississippi as well as parts of Alabama and 
Tennessee, 

MARSHALL CQUNTY, MISSISSIPPI CLNS) — At least 
three Blacks appear to have a good chance of 
becoming the Democratic Party’s nominees for 
important county-wide offices for the first 
time since Reconstruction, here in Marshall 
County, Mississippi . 

The first of two Democratic primaries was 
held in Mississippi on August 7,. the purpose 
was to narrow what in many cases was a field! 
of five to seven candidates down to two, A , 
runoff election is scheduled for August 28, 

Any candidate who received more than fifty 
percent of the votes cast in the August 7 elocu- 
tion is considered an outright winner and will 
not have to be in the runoff. 

The United League of Northern Mississippi, 
a Black civil rights group based in Holly 
Springs and operating in nine counties |n 
northern Mississippi, was actively involved, in 
the campaigns of several Black candidates. The 
League sponsored voter registration drives , 
signing people up for the Democratic Party so 
they would be eligible to vote in the primaries. 
They also, ran a voter education program which 
taught voters the process of casting a ballot 
and informed them which candidates, were being , 
endorsed by the United League and why. 

The population of Marshall County is 
sixty-five percent Black, and the majority of 
registered voters is now Black, The county is 
divided into five districts, each of which is 
run by a district Supervisor, Together, they 

form a board of supervisors who govern the 

entire county. Four years ago, Bernice Totten 
became the first Black in recent years to be - 
elected a district Supervisor, 


"This year we hope to put a majority of 
Blacks on the five -member County Board of 
Supervisors," says Alfred "Skip" Robinson, who 
founded the United League of Northern Mississippi 
in. 1967, 

• In .1976, ..Robinson, along with five other 
Blacks,, was elected an at-large member of the 
Ma.rsha.li .County Democratic Executive Committee, 
in accordance with a mandate by the State Demo- 
cratic Party to correct racial imbalance in 
.county, committees. He is now co-chair of the 
Marshall. County Democratic Executive Committee, 
although a group of whites on the committee have 
disputed his right to be on the committee. 

. This dispute caused a delay in the delivery 
of ballot boxes to the twenty- three voting pre- 
cinct and brought over 100 federal polling 
observers in to oversee the elections. However, 
George Williams, a United Lea gu e member and poll 
manager at the North Holly Springs precinct, 
said the observers could, not effectively monitor 
the elections because, they did not know what 
kind of irregularities to look for, Robinson 
contended that the observers, who were mostly 
white, were actually working against Black 
candidates by intimidating Black voters. 

In the last elections, four years ago, the 
United League successfully challenged over 
2,000 votes that had been cast . in the names 
of people who were found to be dead or had moved 
out, of Marshall County while their names remained 
on the list of eligible voters. Also included 
were some 700 illegal absentee balots. 

That whites recognize that electoral power 
in Marshall County is shifting to Blacks was 
evident on election day. Both Skip Robinson and 
George Williams were arrested at different times 
on charges of. disturbing the peace by deputies 
of Sheriff Kenneth Smith, a white incumbent. By 
using warrants for Robinson issued by two Judges 
in different districts and adding another trumped- 
up charge of resisting arrest at the last minute, 
Sherriff Smith was able to keep Robinson in jail 
from 4; 15 p,m, until after the polls closed at 
6 p,m. While a group of United League members 
led by Skip’s, brother, James Robinson, argued with 
Sheriff’s deputies at the county jail, a civilian 
employee of the Sheriff’s department started to 
pull a gun from his pocket, but stopped with it 
only half out when James Robinson saw it and be- 
gan shouting. Later, another civilian employee, 
a white dispatcher, threatened to use a gun in 
her purse. During the argument., this reporter 
'Was observed' taking notes and was taken to an- 
other room and placed under arrest. 

Unknown to anyone, I also had a tape 
recorder in my camera bag turned on, which I 
managed to shut off less than a minute before 
the bag was searched. I was never formally 
charged nor given my rights, although the tape 
clearly shows that I was. told I was under arrest. 
At first, the charge was said to be "disobeying 
the direct order of a police officer," Later, 
it was changed to "disturbing the peace." 
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Skip was finally released at about 7 p.m. , 
but the group remained at the county jail until 
I was released a half hour later. James Robin- 
son called United League's attorney for me, and 
the deputy agreed to release me if I left my cam- 
eras, tape recorder, and notes, which was hot 
acceptable to me. When a judge finally appeared 
at about 7:30, suddenly the charges were dropped 
and I was free to leave. 

During the day, X visited several polling 
places. At each I found Black voters whose 
names were not on the registration list for that 
place, even though most of them were ndf first- 
time voters but people who had voted at that 
poll in past elections. In one instance/ two 
people who live in the same house and who 
registered together were told they had to vote - 
in different precincts , I heard no such com- 
plaints from white voters, 

The United League-endorsed Black candi- 
dates who appear to have made the August 28 
runoff election are Ernest Cunningham, candidate 
for Justice Court Judge in District I; Osborne 
Bell for Sheriff of Marshall County; and 
Bernice Totten, incumbent Supervisor of District 
4. As of August 12, the tally is not yet 
complete. Several candidates have requested 
recounts. Voting here is done by written 
ballot rather than by machine, making it a 
long, tedious process to count ballots. Oppon- 
ents of the ballot box system say it also makes 
cheating easier. 

Although several United League-endorsed 
candidates were defeated by white incumbents, 
the United League and its supporters remain 
optimistic*-*. 

"It was victory in that this was the 
first time that we CBlacks] controlled the 
election," said United League spokesperson 
George Williams, "This was the first time 
Black people worked at the pells— we picked 
the people who worked at the polls." 

We just wanted a fair! election," 

Williams continued, "For those positions 
where no Blacks qualify after the runoffs , 
we'll run independents. We'll be back in 
November. We've got the votes out there." 
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THIRD WORLD PEOPLE /HEALTH CARE 

NAACP Files Suit Charging Hospital 

Shut-downs Aimed at Driving Third 

World Residents from New York City 

NEW YORK CLNS) — Charging that New 
York City's Mayor Ed Koch was deliperately 
pursuing a policy to drive Third World resi- 
dents from the City, the NAACP filed a suit 
at the U.S, District Court in Manhattan 
August 15, to stop the proposed closing of 
four city-owned hospitals. The suit seeks 
to halt the shut-downs on the grounds that 
the closing of the hospitals, all located in 
predominantly Black and Latin communities , 
would present "undue harshness and hardhip" to 
Third World residents. 

In a statement released to the press 
shortly after the suit was filed, David 
Bryan, executive director of the NAACP* s 
Metropolitan Council, charged that Koch had 
"embarked upon a conscious and deliberate 
policy of urban removal of the poor in this 
city through the curtailment of delivery of 
vital medical services. 

"This mayor and city," Bryan continued, 
"have used the cloak of fiscal responsibility 
to justify the abandonment of their social and 
moral responsibility to the poor." 

The cut-back plan, according to the 
director of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Jack 
Greenberg, "would cut services to residents of 
areas already underserved with respect to 
adequate health services," In two of the areas 
where hospitals are slated to be shut-down, 

East and West Harlem, even federal studies have 
shown that they are medically under-served, 
thus making expansion, not reduction, necessary. 

And while city officials are justifying 
the shut-downs by pointing poor patients 
towards voluntary and private hospitals, a 
report recently issued by the New York State 
Office of Health Systems Management charged that 
nearly half of the 151 private hospitals in the 
state failed to meet their obligation to 
provide a reasonable amount of free and reduced- 
cost care to the medically indigent and working 
poor; The hospitals were mandated to provide 
services to the poor tinder the 1964 Hill-Burton 
Act which provides loans and grants to private 
hospitals. In return these hospitals were 
supposed to set aside funds for the ensuing twen- 
ty years to care for poor clients, The 151 
hospitals included twenty-six in New York City, 
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WE'RE DESPERATELY 

IN NEED OF MONEY Ml III 

PLEASE PAY YOUR BILLS TODAY I I I 
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND 
SAFETY/LAEOR 

INDIANAPOLIS STEEL WORKERS FILE FIRST 
EVER MALPRACTICE SUIT AGINST COMPANY 
DOCTOR 


NEW YORK (LNS) -- The first malpractice suit 
in history against a company doctor was recently 
filed hy ten Indianapolist, Indiana steel worker 
activists. The action against a company doctor 
targets a small hut important part of the indus- 
trial conspiracy for profit that annually kills 
an estimated 100,000 workers and leaves another 
400,000 victims of occupational disease. 

The ten workers, all are past or present 
employees of National Lead Industries (NL) and 
members of USWA Local 5554, charged that a 
company doctor deliberately falsified infor- 
mation about workers exposure to lead poison- 
ing and implemented an alleged cure that 
actually increased the susceptibility to the 
disease. The ten workers are asking for $ 10 
million in damages. 

The workers 1 list of damages ranges from 
the death last March of Local president A.Q. 

Evans from the effects of lead poisoning to 
various degrees of permanent kidney and nerve 
damage, loss of memory, chronic fatigue, lead 
colic and sexual dysfunction. 

The suit follows five years of steady 
pressure for health and safety reforms by 
lead industry rank and file activists and is 
viewed By the USWA as a test case for the 
industry, especially with regard to health 
care given to workers on the job, "We hope 
this lawsuit will be followed closely," said 
USWA President Lloy McBride after it was filed. 
"Company doctors should Be protecting workers’ 
health and not company bank accounts." 
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LESBIANS/GAY MEN 

CSee packet 961 for background information) 

INS TEMPORARILY HALTS POLICY OF EXCLUDING 
LESBIAN AND GAY VISITORS FROM ENTERING THE 
UNITED STATES 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The United States Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service (INS) 
announced August 13 that it will no longer 
attempt to exclude visitors to the U.S. on 
the basis of their sexual orientation. The 
directive puts a temporary halt to a 1952 law 
passed by congress which stated that persons 

pi£grr~~~” — '""immm w service 


"afflicted with psychopathic personality" 
fcmong them homosexuals) could be denied 
entrance to the U,S, 

Increased vigor against the INS policy 
against lesbians and gay men surfaced in June 
when INS officers stopped a gay man from 
England, Carl Hill, at the San Francisco 
International Airport, Hill challenged the 
INS policy, especially targetting the Public 
Health Service (PHS) for its role in providing 
certification of a person's sexual orientation. 

The Public Health Service, in keeping 
with a 1974 decision by the American Psychi- 
atric Association finding homosexuality not 
a mental disorder, declared on August 1 that 
it would no longer cooperate with the INS, 
Although the INS has the primary responsibil- 
ity in controlling the entry of foreigners, 

PHS is required by law to conduct physical or 
mental examinations of foreigners whom INS 
suspects of falling to "excludable classes." 
Without the PHS certification, the INS has no 
authority to detain lesbians and gay men. 

Within two days of the PHS ruling, the 
INS stopped two more gay men at the San Fran- 
cisco airport, Roman Martinez and Artiro Cruz 
Garcia, from Mexico. They challenged the 
authority of the INS to proceed without the 
certification from PHS, and the day before 
their case was to be heard, the INS issued is 
directive temporarily halting the exclusion of 
lesbians and gay men. 

In an unprecedented action. Senator 
Cranston From California has introduced legis- 
lation to waive the provisions of the INS act 
which excludes gay men and lesbians from the 
U.S, He is seeking a waiver in the case of 
Zenaida Rebultan, a lesbian from the Philippines 
who has been trying to visit her family in 
the U.S, since 1977, And ten members of 
Congress have begun a campaign to have the anti- 
gay legislation reversed altogether. 
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LESBIANS AND GAY MEN CONTINUE TO PROTEST 
THE FILM CRUISING 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The week beginning 
August 20 saw a resurgence of activity in the 
Lesbian and gay community of New York, as 
demonstrators took to the streets to continue 
their protests against the movie Cruising . 
Starring A1 Pacino, nnd directed by Bill 
Friedkin, the film is about a cop who poses 
as a decoy in the gay men’s community to dis- 
cover the killer of gay men in SUM bars. In 
the process, the cop discovers he is gay, and 
starts to kill gay men himself, 
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Since hostilities towards lesbians and 
gay men are already so high, gay activists 
fear that the film will fuel straight people's 
homophobia and spark a series of attacks on 
gays and lesbians. And the gay and lesbian 
community has -show its opposition to the film 
since tKe first days of filming began in 
late June, 

r 

August 20, protestors gathered in 
Sheridan Square to march down Christopher 
Street to the site of the filming. Just 
before the march began, it was announced 
that the film would not be shot on Chris- 
topher Street, allegedly due to the 
massive demonstrations. As one participant 
told LNS, ''Christopher Street is our street, 
even if they left it to us as crumbs, and 
they don't have any righ to invade it, I’d 
do everything I could to stop them from 
making an anti-gay film on my street." 

The protestors continued their demon- 
stration in high spirits, changing "Off 
our streets," "We're fired up, won't take 
it no more," "We won't go back, send Crusing 
back," and "Gay, Straight, Black, White, Same 
struggle, same fight." At Hudson, they were 
blocked off by a police barricade, and 
slowly surrounded on all four sides, by 
almost as many police as there were demon- 
strators, One man tried to break through the 
police line, and was immediately jumped 
on by about ten cops. 

Slowly moving out of the blocked-in 
area, the demonstrators marched back up 
Christopher and around to Vest Street 
where the filming was taking place. Be- 
coming more militant, and more angry, the 
demonstrators stormed the police barricade. 
They were immediately set upon, five were 
arrested, and one was so badly beaten he 
was hospitalized. 

The next night, more than 1,000 again 
congregated in the Village to continue the 
protests. They marched over to Mayor Koch's 
apartment where there were speeches against 
Koch for not revoking the permit for making 
the film and for his statements that what- 
ever brought money to the City was good for 
it, no matter at who's expense. At this 
point it is difficult to see how the City 
is making money. With police guarding 
the demonstrators, costs are running at 
more than $10,000 per day. The police tried 
to keep the demonstrators on the sidewalk, 
but when they moved into the streets didn't 
try to stop them, supposedly trying to 
avoid a clash outside of the Mayor's apart- 
ment, 

The demonstrators then marched up 
Sixth Avenue to Times Square, chanting 
"Power to the People," and "The streets 
belong to the People." And making more 
connections to the struggles of other 
oppressed groups, "Harvey Milk, Arthur Miller, 
Ve know cops are the killers," Arthur Miller 

Y * ' 


was a Black activist strangled to death by 
the police in Brooklyn last year. 

While the demonstrators were sitting 
in Times Square, the film crew was in the 
Rambles in Central Park, a well-known gay 
male cruising area, and the site of last 
year's brutal clubbing of six men by three 
teenagers wielding baseball bats and other 
heavy weapons , The three were recently found 
guilty of conspiracy in the second degree, three 
counts of assault in the first degree, and 
one count of attempted assault in the first 
degree. 

It is attacks such as this that lesbian 
and gay activists are afraid Cruising will 
spark, and as long as the filming taxes place 
on the Streets of Hew York City, they will be 
there to voice their opposition and disrupt the 
film as much as possible. 
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ANTI^NUCLEAR 


4S00 CONVERGE ON INDIAN POINT TO 
PROTEST NUCLEAR POWER 

by Cathy Cockrell 
Liberation News Service 

BUCHANAN, NY CLNS) - A flatbed truck 
bearing a sign "Drive Carefully" rumbles up the 
hill to deliver its huge white container marked 
"Nuclear Chemicals", For most of the working 
people who live in this small town thirty miles 
north of New York City, this is a fmi ' liar and 
not unsettling sight, unlike the stream of some 
4500 anti-nuclear protestors who took the same 
road Sunday, August 5 in their march to the 
Indian Point nuclear power facility, 

Buchanan is the home of the country's 
oldest operating nuclear power plant; a company 
town virtually owned by the Consolidated Edison 
utility. The town shield, sewn on police uni- 
forms, depicts an atom being split--a testimony 
to former days when the atomic industry could 
be embraced with an unreserved enthusiasm that 
seems difficult, at best, today. 

It was here that anti-nuclear forces 
in the New York City area focused their protest 
for Hiroshima and Nagasaki Days -- combining a 
demand for the shutdown of the Indian Point 
reactors with a commemoration of the days in 
1945 when the nuclear age was bom with the U.S. 
bombing of the two Japanese cities. 
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Following a legal rally, in a state 
park grounds, marked By sunshine, speeches 
and songs, demonstrators marched through 
Buchanan to the Indian Point site. Some 
went to the gates of the reactor operated by 
Con Edison; a second group to the reactor 
operated By the Power Authority of the State 
of New York A third reactor, Indian Point 1, 
was shut down several years ago after its 
safety deficiencies, including no Emergency 
Core Cooling System, convinced authorities 
that it was too dangerous. Nineteen million 
people live within a fifty mile radius of the 
Indian Point site. 

A total; of 214 people were arrested 
at the site for various pre-planned acts of 
non-violent civil disobedience. These in- 
cluded climbing over or under the fence, 

"dying in", chaining themselves to the gate 
and sitting on top of the fence. In what 
represents an escalation of tactics By the 
anti-nuclear movement, 106 of those arrested 
—58 women and 48 men— then refused to identify 
themselves to authorities, along with other 
forms of non-cooperation such as going limp. 

All those who refused to identify 
themselves were placed in Westchester County's 
maximum security jail facilities until they 
agreed to identify themselves. Inside the 
men's and women's facilities, in quarters 
separate from the regular prison population, 
non-eooperators initiated a hunger strike-- 
in part to force release of two male protestors 
who had been separated from the rest, one 
being committed to psychiatric custody where, 
it was later learned, he was beaten. "Bud", 
as this demonstrator was called, was released 
several days later on his own recognizance. 
Supporters, meanwhile, maintained a vigil and 
put pressure on county authorities to release 
the non -cooperators. For arraignments in 
Buchanan town hall August 6 and again on the 
13th, authorities had to move the non-cooper- 
ating "John" and v'Jane Does" into the courtroom 
in wheelchairs. A forced fingerprinting 
ordered by the court failed to produce their 
identities as did other attempts intimidation 
inside. 

Ten days after the arrests and jailings, 
Attorney William Kunstler argued a writ of habeus 
corpus Before a State Supreme Court Judge on 
the non-cooperators' behalf. He argue d in 
part that more than a week's time in prisoa for 
a mere trespassing violation was punishment 
enough and that, in the interests of justice, 
they ought to be released. At the anti-nuclear 
action at Shdreham, Long Island in June, non- 
cooperators had been released after several days 
in jail with all charges dropped and their 
identities unknown. But Westchester County, 
one of the country's richest and a Con Edison 
stronghold, proved tougher. When the writ 
was denied in a long, reactionary ruling 
August 16th, all but a half dozen of the non- 
cooperators decided that their purpose had been 
served and were released from prison after 

giving their names. 
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According to the vast majority of 
those remaining cooperators who left jail at 
that time, the experience had strengthened 
their commitment to the anti-nuclear movement; 
expanded their understanding of the prison 
system and prison experience; and provided days 
of practice in the consensus decision-making 
and non-violent tactics to which the anti- 
nuclear movement, up to this point, has been 
committed. 

J Many spoke of a marked difference, 

too, between the experience inside of the male 
protestors and that created by the women non- 
cooperators. The women, about a third of them 
lesbians, had done a lot of work inside on 
sexism and heterosexism and created a highly 
supportive community in addition to sharing 
information about nuclear power and weapons. 

The dramatic differences felt between the two 
prisons, along with the other results of 
their "research" into Refusal to give identities, 
as one non-cooperator described it, reveals both 
the cummulative impact of other social protest 
movements on this one and a radicalizing poten- 
tial in the anti-nuke movement itself that 
is beginning more and more to make itself felt. 
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LABOR/CORPORATIONS 

J.P, STEVENS ORDERED TO REPAY 
UNION FOR ITS ORGANIZING EXPENSES 

NEW YORK (LNS) —In yet another decision against 
J.P, Stevens and Company, the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) has ordered the textile 
company to reimburse the Amalgamated Clthing and 
Textile Workers Union (ACTWU) for an organizing 
drive at; a Stevens plant in Wallace, North 
Carolina. It was the first time that the NLRB 
has ordered a company to repay a union for its 
cost in organizing. 

The NLRB also declared the union the winner 
in a 1975 election at the plant. Originally the 
union had been defeated, but the NLRB found that 
Stevens' "illicit campaign destroyed a fair election 
atmosphere and influenced the 540-404 vote loss 
of the union." Before the election, 561 employees 
at the plant had signed union authorization cards. 

The action against J.P. Stevens is but the 
latest in a string of decisions against the company 
since the union started its organizing drive over 
a decade ago. The second largest textile manufacturer 
in the U.S., it has received national attention for 
its union-busting tactics, unsafe working conditions 
and as a target o£= a national boycott. In typical 
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fashion, Stevens has already "iled am appeal of 
decision, promising yet another long dsawn out 
legal battle for the workers at the plants 
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have been charged with the murders, the Haitian 
exile community is placing the blame for the 
deaths on the shoulders of the U.„S, and Haitian 

governments*. . 


WTO 

THOUSANDS MARCH TO END ABUSE 

by Katherine Shank' 
Guardian/Liberation News Service 

BOSTON CGuardian/LNS) —"Yes that ' s right 
We're taking back the night!" 

This was the chant of an estimated 5,000 
women who marched through the streets of 
Boston, August 18, Black, Hispanic, Asian, 
Native American and white women, young and 
old, joined together to demand an end to 
violence against women. 

Recent incidents of such violence included 
the murders of 12 Black women and one white 
woman between January and May and the rape of 
eight women in the Brighton area of Boston, 

Women formed three separate marches in 
Dorchester, Jamaica Plain and Kenmore Square 
locations and converged on Blackstone Park in 
the South End for a rally. At the rally the 
Take Back the Night Coalition march organizers 
read a collectively written statement which 
described the terror all women face on the 
streets and in the home. 

Police received 372 reports of sexual 
assault in the Boston area from November 1978 to 
April 1979, according to the coalition, "Women 
of color have been particularly subjected to 
acts of violence because of their color," said 
coalition speaker Gail Sullivan, 

" w e march to recognize and celebrate the 
strength of women who are working daily in 
shelters, services, and in other groups, which 
are organizing against violence against women " 
a coalition pamphlet stated, * 

A "take back the night" protest last year 
drew an estimated 1200 women. 
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HAITIAN EXILE COMMUNITY PROTESTS 
KILLING OF MOTHER AND FIVE CHILDREN 


NEW YORK (LNS)--The drowning deaths of a 
31-year-old Haitian woman and her five children 
off the coast of Florida August 13 has refueled 
charges of discrimination against the U S 
government by members of the exile Haitian 
community m the U»S, and their supporters 
Although two men, a Bahamian and an American, 
who had been paid by the dead woman's husband 
to bring her and their five children to the U,S, 
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"These murders are a direct result of the 
U,S, government policy and of the Duvalier 
regime's continued' repression of the Haitian 
people, Ruix Jean -Bart, a member of the Miami- 
based Human Rights for Haitian Refugees Coalition 
told a Guardian reporter, "The only way to stop 
these tragedies -is to change U,S, immigration 
policy which has discriminated against the 
Haitian refugees for racial and political reasons. 
The Haitian government serves only at the 
pleasure of the U.S, The millions of dollars of 
aid going to Haiti must be stopped," 

The woman, Elaine. Lorfils, and her five 
children ranging in ages from four to 11 were 
drowned after the boat they were travelling in 
was spotted and all the passengers were ordered 
overboard by. the operators of the boat. 

In sharp contrast to the red eaxpet treatment 
accorded to refugees from country's not recognized 
by the U.S,— some 450,000 from Cuba and a 
reported 7,000 from Vietnam every month — refugees 
from Haiti are met with virtually closed doors. 
They are denied asylum or the grounds that they 
are "economic refugees," many are jailed and 
some are coerced into accepting immediate de- 
portations , 

A large number of Haitians fleeing the 
dictatorship of Jean Claude Cuvalier Cat age 
19 appointed "President for Life" by his dying 
father) never make it to the U.S, at all 
The total number of Haitians who have perished 
in the 700-mile trip across the oeean between 
Harti and Florida is not known, but the flimsiness 
or the boats of those who hs.v© survived the 
trip suggests that the number may be quite 
large. In one of the most widely known incidents 
a boat with 70 refugees capsized near the $ 

Bahamas * 


Members of the exile community also tell 
stories of smugglers who take money from refugees 
and then leave them to die on some deserted 
Bahamian island. 


Both Amnesty International and the 
Organization of American States have condemned 
the denial of -elementary rights in Haiti under 
Duvalier. In the largely peasant country, where 
daily wages average $1,30, workers have no right 
to strike, and there is no freedom of the press 
and assembly. All opposition is immediately 
smashed by the feared Teuton Macontes, the 30 000 
member paramilitary arm of the government . * 


: — - iui uae victims or the 

tragedy on August 18 in Miami, attended by over 
500 people, exile Haitian priest Father Max 
Dominique criticized the U.S. government for its 
restrictions against Haitian refugees and re- 
minded members of the exile community that the 
U.S, was nor a promised land. "There is only one 
promised land," he stated, "that is Haiti, But a 
changed Haiti. , .Somoza is gone. The Shah of Iran 
is gone .Idi Amin has been overthrown. Now we 
must prepare to do the same to Duvalier, n -30- 

(Thanks t © the Guardian for some of this informat 
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Black voters wait outside the Marshall 
County courthouse after casting their 
ballots In the August 7 Democratic 

primary. 
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R.W. "Rudy" Ingram, who was an un- 
successful candidate for state rep- 
resentative, on the campaign trail. 
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Lesbians and Gay Men 
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the end. 


